
 

TAPS-NI  
Progression in Science Skills  

Example topic:  
Our world 

Primary 3/4 
Age 6-8 years 

Activity title:  
Ice observations 

Science skill focus 
Observation 

Curriculum link: Change over time 
Ways in which change occurs in the 
natural world (CoT1) 

Activity 
Children observe a large piece of ice (e.g. frozen in a balloon) over time. 
A lesson plan for a similar activity can be found on the PSTT website at www.pstt.org.uk. 
 
 

Example from Primary 3 (age 6-7)   
Children were asked to draw and write about their observations of an ‘ice egg’. They explored 
the effect of adding flour and salt. 
 

 
 

 
 
Children meeting the objective would be using their senses to observe closely and 
describe their observations using a range of vocabulary and/or labelled scientific diagrams. 
 

Example from The Thompson Primary, Co. Antrim 

 

https://pstt.org.uk/application/files/4115/1957/4782/Rplan_Materials_-_Frozen_balloons.docx
https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/assessment

